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Adult and Teen Life Groups  

Conferencing Guide  

SERMON DATE:    12/11/2022     
DISCUSSION DATE:  12/18/2022 
TEXT:       MARK 8:11-21; MATT. 16:1-12 

 

OPEN YOUR EYES TO SEE & YOUR EARS TO HEAR 
 

 

I. THE BLINDNESS OF THOSE WHO SEEK A SIGN (Matthew 16:1-4) 

 

A. An incredible alliance (vs. 1) 

 

B. A test to destroy (vs. 1) 

 

C. Jesus’ strong condemnation (vs. 4) 

 

II. A WARNING FOR THOSE WHO LOSE FOCUS (vss. 5-12) 
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FOR CONFERENCING 

1. Read Matthew 16:1-4. Who was there with the Pharisees to test Jesus? Read Mark 3:6. Who did the Pharisees conspire with 

against Jesus? How is an alliance of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians most unusual? what does that tell you about the 

groups? 

 

2. Read Mark 3:22. From where did the scribes say Jesus got his power to caste out demons? In Matthew 16:1, the Pharisees 

(knowing that Jesus had performed many miracles) asked Jesus for a “sign from heaven.” What then were they asking for? 

The word “testing” in verse 1 is the same word where we read of Satan’s tempting of Jesus out in the wilderness prior to the 

start of Jesus’ public ministry. Why then did Jesus not just give them the sign they wanted? 

 

 

3. Read Matthew 16:4 and Matthew 12:40. What is the sign of the prophet Jonah? What was it then that Jesus was telling the 

antagonists? In the last part of verse 4 it says, “and He left them.” A better translation is He “abandoned” them. That is a very 

strong word. What implication does it have? 

 

4. Read Mark 16:5-12. Verse 5 says the disciples forgot to take bread. Mark’s gospel says there was one loaf in the boat. In 

verse 6, Jesus warns the disciples of the leaven of the Pharisees. In verse 7, the disciples are still thinking of the bread, and in 

verse 8 Jesus said, “O you of little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you have no bread? Obviously, the 

disciples were “not on the same page” as Jesus. What was Jesus trying to warn them of and what did the disciples think he was 

talking about? (hint: see also verse 11) 

 

5. So, the disciples were concerned about bread when Jesus was trying to warn them about hard-heartedness and losing focus. 

How does being over-concerned with material matters dampen our spiritual life? What are some ways we can prevent that 

from happening in our lives? 

 

6. The leaven (influence) of the Pharisees was hypocrisy, legalism, and ritualism. The leaven of the Sadducees was liberalism, 

pragmatism, false doctrine, and materialism. The leaven of the Herodians was secularism. What are the harmful influences 

that we should be careful to avoid in modern Christianity, and how can we protect ourselves from them? 

 

 

7. How can you be on guard so that you do not slip into superficial ideas of Christianity? 

 

 

8. We should avoid anything that would distract us as disciples of Christ. What kinds of things might cause us to do that in our 

day? What kinds of things might help us from being distracted and losing focus on Christ? 


