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 Ecclesiastes 6:12 For who knows what is good for 

man in life, all the days of his vain (frustrating and 

puzzling) life which he passes like a shadow? 

 

 James 3:14–16 But if you have bitter envy and self-

seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against 

the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from 

above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where 

envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil 

thing are there. 

 



 Ecclesiastes 6:12 . . . Who can tell a man what 

will happen after him under the sun? 

 

 James 4:13–15 Come now, you who say, “Today or 

tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend 

a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”;        
14 whereas you do not know what will happen 

tomorrow. For what is your life?  It is even a 

vapor that appears for a little time and then 

vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the 

Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” 



A. The Idols of Human Autonomy and Goodness, v.v. 1-6. 



1. God cannot be manipulated by human efforts 

– i.e. we cannot control the results of our 

efforts, v.v. 1-3a. 

 
 

 Ecclesiastes 9:1 For I considered all this in my 

heart, so that I could declare it all: that the 

righteous and the wise and their works are in 

the hand of God. People know neither love 

nor hatred by anything they see before them.  



 Ecclesiastes 9:2–3a All things come alike to all: 

One event happens to the righteous and the 

wicked; To the good, the clean, and the unclean; To 

him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. 

As is the good, so is the sinner; He who takes an 

oath as he who fears an oath.   
 3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that 

 one thing happens to all. 



 1 Peter 2:20–21 For what credit is it if, when you are 

beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when 

you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is 

commendable before God. 21 For to this you were called, 

because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 

that you should follow His steps: 



 1 Peter 2:22–23 “Who committed no sin, Nor was 

deceit found in His mouth”;  23 who, when He was 

reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, 

He did not threaten, but committed Himself to 

Him who judges righteously. 



A. The Idols of Human Autonomy and Goodness, v.v. 1-6 
 

2. Our hearts are filled with evil and deserving of our rapidly 

 approaching death, v.v. 3b-6. 
 

 Ecclesiastes 9:3b-5 … Truly the hearts of the sons of 

men are full of evil; madness is in their hearts while they 

live, and after that they go to the dead. 4 But for him who is 

joined to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is 

better than a dead lion. 5 For the living know that they will 

die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no more 

reward, For the memory of them is forgotten.  

 



 Ecclesiastes 9:6 Also their love, their hatred, 

and their envy have now perished; Nevermore 

will they have a share In anything done 

under the sun. 

 

 1 Peter 2:24 who Himself bore our sins in His 

own body on the tree, that we, having died to 

sins, might live for righteousness—by 

whose stripes you were healed. 

 



B.  The Idol Of Pleasure, v.v. 7-10 



   

 Ecclesiastes 9:7–10  
7 Go, eat your bread with joy, And drink your wine with a merry 

heart; For God has already accepted your works.  
8 Let your garments always be white, And let your head lack no oil. 
9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your 

vain life which He has given you under the sun, all your days of 

vanity (frustrating puzzlement); for that is your portion in life, and in 

the labor which you perform under the sun.  
10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for 

there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave 

(Sheol) where you are going.  



  

 McCabe’s Translation:   
 7 Go, eat your food with pleasure, and drink your wine with a 

 cheerful heart; for God has already approved your work.   
 8 Let your clothes always be white, and let no oil be lacking on 

 your head.   
 9 Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of your 

 frustratingly enigmatic life, that He has given you under the 

 sun – all your frustratingly enigmatic days, for it is your lot in 

 life and in your toilsome labor under the sun.   
 10 Everything your hand finds to do, do it with all your 

 might; for there is no activity or planning or knowledge or 

 wisdom in Sheol, the place where you are going.  

   



 Ecclesiastes 5:19–20   

As for every man to whom God has given 

riches and wealth, and given him power to 

eat of it (enjoy them), to receive his 

heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is 

the gift of God.  
 20 For he will not dwell unduly on the days 

 of his life, because God keeps him  busy 

 with the joy of his  heart.  



C.  The Idol Of Self-Sufficiency, v.v. 11-12 



 Ecclesiastes 9:11–12  
11 I returned and saw under the sun that— The race 

is not to the swift, Nor the battle to the strong, Nor 

bread to the wise, Nor riches to men of 

understanding, Nor favor to men of skill; But time 

and chance happen to them all.  
12 For man also does not know his time: Like fish 

taken in a cruel net, Like birds caught in a snare, So 

the sons of men are snared in an evil time, When it 

falls suddenly upon them.  



Matthew 4:17 
From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

 

Matthew 11:28–29  
Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn 

from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 

find rest   



 2 Corinthians 6:2 For He says: “In an acceptable 

time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I 

have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted 

time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”  



D. The Idol of Strength/Power, v.v. 13-16. 



 Ecclesiastes 9:13–16  
This wisdom I have also seen under the sun, and it seemed 

great to me:  
14 There was a little city with few men in it; and a great king 

came against it, besieged it, and built great snares around it.  
15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his 

wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that same 

poor man.  
16 Then I said: “Wisdom is better than strength. Nevertheless 

the poor man’s wisdom is despised, And his words are not 

heard.  



 McCabe’s Translation: 

 13 Furthermore, I observed under the sun an example of 

wisdom, and it greatly impressed me.   
14 There was a small city with only a few men in it.  And a 

powerful king came to it, surrounded it, and built great 

siegeworks against it.   
15 Now there was found in the city a poor but wise man, and 

he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered 

that poor man.   
16 So I said, “Wisdom is better than strength.”  However, the 

poor man’s wisdom was despised and his words were not 

heeded.  



 1 Corinthians 1:20–21  

Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 

of this world?  
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom 

did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of 

the message preached to save those who believe.  

 

 1 Corinthians 3:19  

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is 

written, “He catches the wise in their own craftiness” 



John 15:5–7  
“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 

and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 

nothing.  
6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 

and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into 

the fire, and they are burned.  
7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask 

what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 


